
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

             Hurricane Irene  

             

 

           Up to 13ó of rain  

               fell  in parts  

           Upstate New York  

          
    Hurricane Irene shortly after landfall in the Outer  

              Banks of North Carolina  (Wikipedia) 

 
Even though the waters have receded, many communities are 

struggling with the destruction caused by Irene.  Rivers, creeks and 

streams were at an all  time high when they crested, leaving in their 

wake flooded, mud filled homes, and in some cases nothing but broken 

homes and broken dreams.   

 

Firefighters were on stand -by in stations, waiting for calls for 

pump-outs, wires arching or down, trees and lim bs blocking roads, and 

the most difficult,  the order to evacuate residents.  

 

 The death toll from Irene stands at 4 4 across 12 states ð New 

York having the single highest loss of 9 people. (CNN, 8/30/11)  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:819_20110827-Irene-1615z.jpg


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The estimated cost of Irene  is expected to reach $2. 03 billion in 

New York according to Kinetic Analysis Corp. ( as reported by Bloomberg) 

 

 Roads were washed out, bridges compromised; 26 counties were 

identified with significant damage; 191 people had to be rescued; at its 

peak 945,000 homes and businesses lost power.  ( Christian Science Monitor 

and POLITICO )  A number of sewage treatment plants were overwhelmed 

by flooding.  ( Wikipedia)  Amtrak cancelled service along the East Coast, 

including the Empire Service (Albany to New York City).   The storm 

destroyed dozens of farms and crippled others by killing livestock, 

submerging crops, washing away barns and buckling roads. ( NY T imes) 

 

 The Twin Bridges and the Crescent Bridge were temporar ily 

closed when a barge carrying a 30-foot crane came loose from it s 

moorings. (Saratogian)   There was fear that the Gilboa Dam would breach 

(WKTV).  The entire Champlain Canal and the Erie Canal were closed due 

to major damage to lock structures, machiner y, controls and other 

parts of the waterway.  

(Ocean Navigator)  

 

 And as if things werenõt bad enough, within days the remnants of 

Tropical Storm Lee br ought more rain, more flooding and more 

devastation to Upstate New York.  

 

 The death toll from Lee stands  at 14, with 2 deaths in New York.  

(Wikipedia, Daily Comet)  Rainfall fell across 10 states, the highest in NY 

being 11.82ó in Apalachin.  (Weather)  

 

 Areas that had begun clean -up now had to start over adding 

millions to the cost of the catastrophe.   Donations are still being 

accepted to aid in the recovery, please give if you can.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Please volunteer.  
You CAN  make a difference!  

 

 Throughout the year weõve posted recruitment signs and notices.  To that end we 
would like to welcome to the Boght Community Fire Department some of the people who 
have joined  since our last newsletter : 

  
     Kimberly Hansen   Raymond Pierre  
             Sadie Class   Kelly Ca nfield  

    Samuel Garay, Sr     
 

We rely strictly on volunteer firefighters to protect our community.  
 

 We are looking for new members, 16 years of age and older.  As well as 
the many benefits we offer (see our website www.boghtfire.org ), there is the 
feeling of satisfaction in knowing youõve helped someone in need. 
 

We are neighbors helping neighbors.  
Please join now!  

 

THE CHIEFôS INSPECTION AND OPEN HOUSE WERE HELD ON 

OCTOBER 1
ST

. 
 

Our thanks to everyone who helped make this 

a fun day.  There was good food and lots of  

activities, including how to properly use a 

fire extinguisher.  There was  

a maze and Fire Prevention 

brought in their bus and 

simulated what it would  

be like if you were in a 

fire and how you should get 

out of a burning building safely.  There was even a chance to use a fire hose from 

the fire truck. 

 

Congratulations to the following Lieutenants and their teams on the truck 

inspection:  Lt. J Oreshan, III took 1st place with Rescue 1.  Lt. A Levitus, 2
nd

 

place with Engine 401.  Lt. P Murtagh, 3
rd
 place with Squad 1 and Boat 1.  Lt. J 

Schrimsher, 4
th
 place with Engine 400.  A special thanks to all our judges from 

our neighboring fire departments. 
 

 

 

http://www.boghtfire.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

     In June of this year we responded mutual aid with  

     other Colonie Fire Departments to a fire at an 

     abandoned rag mill in Schuyler Heights District. 

     Firefighters did not enter the building, but used 

     exterior fire attack.  One firefighter suffered a 

     broken ankle and another was treated for smoke 

     inhalation.  Three teens were subsequently arrested 

     in connection with the fire. 

 

The day of our calendar drive we were called to a house fire.  The fire damage 

was contained to one room.  The night before, we were called to a basement fire at 

another home.  During both fires we were assisted by mutual aid companies. 

 

 During Hurricane Irene members were on stand-by at the station for the 

duration of the storm.  We responded to numerous pump-outs within the District as  

well as responding mutual aid for pump-outs in neighboring Districts.  There were 

calls for wires arching and at one point the firefighters were requested to warn 

residents in low lying areas of the possible need to evacuate.  We were also put on 

notice that we might be requested to help out in an area that had been severely 

affected by the storm. 

 

 This summer a sailboat got stuck in the mud just above the Cohoes Falls.  

Boat-1 pulled it out.   

 

 Our thanks to West Crescent and Maplewood for their assistance in 

extinguishing a fire at the dump.  The mulch pile was in flames when fire crews 

arrived.  Heavy smoke made visibility on Route 9 difficult. 

 

 Boght also assisted Latham and Maplewood Fire Departments in extinguishing 

a tractor trailer fire.  Using foam to suppress the fire, the fully involved cab fire was 

put out before it could reach the tank containing propane.  Alternate 7 was closed in 

both directions as were roads leading to the Miller Road overpass. 

 

 There have been calls for motor vehicle accidents, brush fires, other structure 

fires, miscellaneous fires such as barbeque grills and vehicle fires.   

 

Weôve responded to smoke detector activations and carbon monoxide 

incidents.  There were false alarms, odor of smoke, fuel spills and good intent calls.   

 

All calls are treated with the same sense of urgency - you never know 

when the alarm drop will turn out to be a working fire. 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The annual Halloween party was a 
ghoulish success.  The snow held 
off just long enough for everyone 
to get home safely. There was pin-
the-tail on the black cat.   Ghostly 
bean bags thrown at a smiling 
pumpkin.   Graveyard bowling.  
Not to mention a haunted house: 
casket, flying bat and monster 
included.  Our thanks to 
Freihofers, Hannaford, Price 
Chopper, Target and Yankee Dollar 
for their generous donations.  Our 
thanks also to the Firefighters 
    and Ladies 
    Auxiliary 
    who made 
    this a 
      good time 
      for all. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Congratulations to  

Jim Schrimsher, Jr  

Firefighter of the year  

  We would like to remind  

  everyone that we will be  

  selling Christmas trees again 

  this year beginning on  

  November 26
th

 and 

continuing until all trees are sold.      
 

We will also be selling  

wreaths,  both decorated 

and undecorated. 

    

   

 

     The cast and crew of the movie ñThe Place 

    Beyond The Pinesò, being filmed in 

    Schenectady, did a shoot at Karlôs Motel 

    on Route 9.  They staged their luncheon 

    here at the Boght.   

 

 

 

 

 

      The members and staff of the Boght 

      Community Fire District, the Boght 

      Community Fire Company and the 

      Ladies Auxiliary wish you and yours 

      the happiest of holidays. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

TENATIVE C ALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS  

BASED ON PREVIOUS YEARôS CALENDAR 
 

Because we are only publishing twice a year, please watch the sign board for events and dates. 

 

 

   Christmas Tree sales begin November 26, 2011 

   

          December 13
th
 is the Annual Commissioner Election  

                   from 6-9 PM at the fire station.  

 

 

Watch for a visit from       The take out Clam Steam  

Santa in December      will be in April   

 

 

 

May is the time for our        Our Memorial Day Service 

annual Garage Sale.          will be held Monday, 5/28. 

 

 

   

  

    The Scouts will hold a bottle drive on 2/11/12 after Super Bowl Sunday, and  

    again after Memorial Day and Labor Day.   

      

 

The River Fest will be held in June  

at the Colonie Mohawk River Park 
 

         

Blood drives will be held throughout the 

year.  The next one will be 12/28/11. 

 

                       

 September is chicken barbecue time   

      and the annual calendar drive 
            
 

      The Budget Hearing will be held on October 16, 2012 at 7:00 PM in the Hall. 
 

    

Donôt forget the Childrenôs Halloween Party the last Saturday  

            of October. 

 

                                         

  Please remember to vote on Tuesday,  

November 6, 2012, and while youôre there enjoy 

some goodies from our bake sale. 
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     Troop 277 News . . . Did you know? . .  
 

   ..that Jacob Savery, Ian Salerno and Andrew Lenehan joined the Troop? 
 

   ..that the Cub Scouts added 13 new scouts? 
 

   ..that members of the Troop were awarded 72 merit badges?  That 15  

   community service awards were earned?  That they performed 150 hours 

 of community service, including bike path cleanup and birdhouse cleanup 

 at the Colonie Town Golf Course?  That 14 advanced in rank?   
 

..that members of the Troop attended summer camp at Rotary Scout Reservation?  And a fall 

Camporee at Fort Ticonderoga?  And an overnight hiking trip that included the opportunity to 

go rappelling?   
 

..that members of the Pack visited a corn maze?  That they are going on a winter campout in 

January?  That their Pine Wood Derby is also in January?  That they collected non-perishable 

items for the food pantry in November? 
 

..that Todd Drake replaced Allan Demarest as Cubmaster?  That Scoutmaster Vincent Labella 

and Asst. Scoutmaster Allan Demarest are now fully trained leaders after attending classes at 

Camp Boyhaven? 
 

..that Eagle Scout Aidan OôMalley went to Philmont Scout Ranch in NM for the St. 

George Trek? 
 

..that the Troop is planning on purchasing a trailer for equipment? 

 

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:  www.troop277.com 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT THOUGHOUT THE YEAR!  

 


